Eastman Chemical Company
P.O.Box 511

EI\STM AN Kingsport, Tennessee 37662

August 9, 2002

Mr. Ron Josephson (3304W)
U.S. EPA Headquarters

Ariel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washirgton, DC 20460

Dear Ron:

Please find enclosed an analysis generated by Eastman Chemical Company (Eastman)
back in 1992, to determine if it was feasible to demonstrate and claim compliance with
the headworks exemption at 40 CFR 261.3(a)(2)(iv)(B). As you develop a proposal to
expand the current headworks exemption, this analysis may be useful in helping you
understand the difficulty in utilizing the exemption, as it exists today. You’re aware from
your visit to Kingsport earlier this year that the Kingsport facility is a large, complex
facility. Given that complexity, the large amounts of toluene used on-site on a weekly
basis at that time, and to ensure compliance with all applicable RCRA regulations,
Eastman decided that there was too much uncertainty in the toluene analysis to claim a
headworks exemption at the not-to-exceed 25 ppm level.

It was (and is) no problem to determine the quantity of toluene at the headworks and in
the wastewater. But the potential loss through air emissions was (and 1s) extraordinarily
difficult to estimate through a materials balance approach because of a number of
variables, including the following:

. the quantity of toluene being processed in reactors at any one point in time;

J the quantity of toluene being recovered on- or off-site;

. the quantity of toluene in nutche (filter) cloths going to incineration or in process;
and

J the quantity of toluene in containers of mixed solvents awaiting incineration.

The enclosed tables represent a myriad of potential methodologies to demonstrate
potential losses on a weekly basis and on an average basis over a six-month period. The
following text discusses each table individually and should help you “walk through™ each
of the various methodologies.
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